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History & Mission
OUR MISSION

The mission of the MNLA is to provide programming, information, and other opportunities for professional development of direct benefit to its
members. MNLA monitors and lobbies governmental agencies on issues relevant to the membership. MNLA promotes the nursery and landscape
industry in Montana through education and community interaction.
HISTORY OF THE MONTANA NURSERY & LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION

The Montana Nursery and Landscape Association (MNLA) was formed in 1954 by a group of professionals who shared similar concerns and
interests in the emerging industry of horticulture. In the years that followed, the industry in Montana grew, and so did MNLA. We now represent
nursery stock growers, retailers, landscape contractors, garden center owners, irrigation contractors, landscape architects, allied industries and
associated industry individuals within – and outside – the state of Montana.
There are a growing number of benefits of belonging to MNLA, including high-quality continuing education through seminars, publications, and
certification; legislative and regulatory representation; referrals; and numerous networking opportunities.
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WHAT IS THE MONTANA GREEN
EXPO? The Montana Nursery & Landscape
Association holds the Montana Green Expo each
year, in early January. The Expo includes two
components: a Trade Show and a Convention.
This year, the Expo is being held at the Holiday
Inn Grand Montana, Billings, Montana. The
convention meeting facility and our sleeping
rooms are all booked at this location.
THE TRADE SHOW includes 80+ exhibitors
and is open only to individuals who work in
– or provide materials and services to – the
horticulture industry. It is an excellent opportunity
to see what is going on throughout the industry.
Exhibitors include nurseries, growers, equipment
& materials suppliers, landscape professionals,
irrigation specialists, turf managers, pottery
suppliers, educational institutions, state agencies,
and many others. MNLA members receive a
substantial discount on booth space in the exhibit.
TRADE SHOW REGISTRATION: Entry
to the Trade Show is free if you are registered for
the convention. All others may enter the Trade
Show with a pass. Passes are available at the
door for $10. The Trade Show is not open to
the general public.
THE CONVENTION includes hours of
educational seminars, discussion panels, and
certification classes for which registration fees
are required. Nationally recognized experts are
invited to address a wide range of topics covering
both horticulture and business management
interests. Exciting keynote addresses are
included in the cost of admission. MNLA
members receive a substantial discount on
registration fees for all conventions and seminars.
Some seminars may be applicable for ISA and
MDA credits.
CONVENTION REGISTRATION:
Please use the form provided in this brochure
(or download one from our website) for your
convention registration. Feel free to make
additional copies of the form as needed.
Convention passes may be purchased for
individual days or for all days (“Full” registration).
Passes for individual seminars are not available.
Badges and tickets will not be mailed in advance,
but will be available at the registration desk on
site during regularly scheduled registration hours.
For those of you who have attended the show
over the years, you know that one of the best
parts of the Expo is not on the schedule. It’s
getting together with old and new colleagues,
sharing successes and failures, and talking
about the challenges of the future. In addition
to the many unplanned opportunities for
networking, events like the “Breakfast of
Champions” and the “Annual Banquet” provide
excellent venues for getting to know your
peers and their businesses. Most of the best
networking happens in between seminars,
during breaks, in the aisles of the trade show,
or during social functions at the end of the day.
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LIFE MEMBERS: Banquet and Breakfast
of Champion tickets are now included in the full
registration package. No separate special event
tickets are needed.
GREEN INDUSTRY STUDENTS:
Students enrolled in a college or university
program in horticulture, landscape design, or
landscape architecture are eligible for discounted
registration rates. Eligible students must submit
a completed registration form, along with
verification of academic enrollment and the
applicable registration fee(s).
MEALS: All meals are included in the full
registration package for the Expo. One day
registration includes the meals for the day of
attendance.
CERTIFIED PLANT PROFESSIONAL
(CPP) EXAM: The CPP Exam is scheduled
for Thursday morning. In order to take the CPP
exam offered at this conference, you must apply
no later than December 15, and pay all applicable
fees. Exam applications are available from the
website www.plantingmontana.com or by calling
the office at 406.755.3079.
LIMITED SEATING FOR SEMINARS
& MEALS: Ensure that a space is reserved
for you at seminars and meal functions. For
comfortable seating, arrive early/register early.
We will do our best to accommodate everyone
in large seminars but space may be limited.
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: If you
require any special accommodations, such as
dietary requirements or physical assistance,
please let us know in advance by including this
information with your registration form.
DISCOUNTS: We offer price breaks
for organizations registering several
attendees. These discounts are applicable
for MEMBER firms only. For 5-9 attendees
from the same organization, please
deduct 5% from your total registration.
For 10 or more attendees from the same
organization, please deduct 10% from
your total registration.

REFUND POLICY: If you need to cancel your
registration for the Montana Green Expo, you
must contact the MNLA office before December
24 to receive a full refund. Individuals canceling
after December 24 and before January 1 will
receive a 75% refund of all registration fees.
Refunds will not be made for cancellations
received after January 1.
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: The
Montana Green Expo will take place at the
Holiday Inn Grand Montana, 5500 Midland Road,
Billings, Montana. Exhibitors and participants
are responsible for making their own hotel
reservations. You may contact the Holiday Inn
Grand Montana at 1-800-HOLIDAY (1-800465-4329) with the group booking code
MNL. For internet reservations go to www.
plantingmontana.com, click on Attendees or
Exhibitors 2015 Montana Green Expo and Book
Hotel Reservation Here at the bottom of the page.
Please be sure to let the hotel know that you
are attending the Montana Green Expo in order
to receive our negotiated rate. Complimentary
shuttle service to and from the Billings airport
is available upon request.
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY: If you are
not already a member of the Montana Nursery &
Landscape Association, please consider joining.
Membership brings you some terrific benefits
and gets you into the Montana Green Expo at
discounted rates. Membership applications are
available upon request from the MNLA office
at 406.755.3079 or may be downloaded from
the MNLA website: www.plantingmontana.com.
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS
• Arborists
• Pesticide Applicators
MNLA will apply for ISA credits for certified
arborists and pesticide credits for pesticide
applicators where appropriate. Details on
applicable credits will be available from the
MNLA website (“Events” page) in December,
or by contacting MNLA directly.
SCHEDULE CHANGES: While we will try
to keep the schedule that is published in this
brochure and posted on our website, schedules
may change in order to accommodate the special
needs of the presenters or the hotel. MNLA
retains the right to substitute speakers or modify
the convention schedule as the need arises. The
final schedule will be printed in Programs that will
be available at the registration desk. Changes
may also be announced outside seminar rooms
or posted on the announcement board at the
registration desk.
PAYMENT: MNLA accepts checks, Visa,
MasterCard, and American Express. Payment
is expected at the time of registration.
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MORE QUESTIONS?
Call the Montana Nursery & Landscape
Association at 406.755.3079. Fax: 406.633.2032
Website: www.plantingmontana.com
Montana Green Expo 2015

Trade Show Exhibitors as of November 24, 2014
2M Company Inc.
Apple Creek Propagators
B&D Horticulture
Bailey Nurseries Inc.
Bear Paw Plants
BioLynceus
Bob Cat of Big Sky
Bonners Ferry Nursery
Bron and Sons Nursery Co.
Clayton Tree Farm, LLC
Clifty View Nursery Inc.
Daniels Nursery
DNRC/MUCFA
Four Seasons Nursery
Gard’n-Wise Distributors, Inc
Glacier Nursery
Great Bear Natives

Grimes Horticulture
Hash Tree Company, LLC
Hunter Industries
Idaho Alpines Inc.
Jayker Nurseries
Lawyer Nursery Inc.
Lundeby Evergreens and Mfg.
Marks Lumber
McConkey Company
Meadow Green Sales
Mid Atlantic Plant
Midland Implement Company Inc.
Montana Dept. Of Agriculture
Mountain Supply Company
Mountain West Products
MSU/Lewis & Clark Ag Ext.
Nature’s Enhancement, Inc.

Schedule-at-a-Glance

2015 EXPO Schedule

Nexus Greenhouse Systems
Peaks to Prairie Nursery
Quartzite Mountain Nursery
Rain Bird
Reggear Tree Farm
Sandpoint Ranch Tree Farm, Inc
SBGA
SHS/Griffin
Skagit Gardens
Teton Trees
Tractor & Equipment Co.
Trees R US
USDA/NASS/MT FO
Valley Landscape Supply
Visser Greenhouse
Zone 4 Magazine

REGISTRATION HOURS
Wednesday, January 7th - 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Thursday, January th - 7:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Tues. Jan
6

EXPO TRADE SHOW HOURS
Wednesday, January 7th - 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Thursday, January 8th - 7:30 AM - 11:30 AM

2015 Montana Green Expo Schedule
3:30 PM-7:30 PM

Running
Your Business

7:00 AM-12:00 PM

EXHIBITOR MOVE-IN

8:30 AM - 9:30 AM

Winterizing your Nursery Check List
Jake Wagner

Rainwater Harvesting
James DeRoussel

Trends in Retail
Judy Sharpton

Swarms, Hives, and Honeybees
Cam Lay

Expanding the Urban Forest Tree
Selection Palette
Mike Garvy

Hort and Pest
Management
Dr. Raymond H. Cloyd, PhD

9-45 AM - 10:45 AM

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Pre-Pro Marketing Part I
James Matteson

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
1:15 PM - 2:15 PM

LUNCH
12 Most Common Store
Development Problems & Solutions
Judy Sharpton

DOT Safety Regulations
Kevin Stubbs

2:00 PM - 7:00 PM
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM

3:45 PM - 4:45 PM

Pre-Pro Marketing Part II
James Matteson
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Low Impact Development and the
Urban Forest: Thinking Outside the
Beneficial Bugs and Diseases
Planter Box
Dr. Raymond H. Cloyd, PhD
James DeRoussel
New Techologies in Low Voltage
Landscape Lighting
Ryan Bushman

Using Urban Trees to Improve
Community Health
Dr. Gary Johnson

5:00 PM

COCKTAIL RECEPTION

6:30 PM - 9:00 PM

DINNER, ENTERTAINMENT, AND AWARDS CEREMONY

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM

BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS
CPP Exam

TRADE SHOW OPEN

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM

ANNUAL MEETING LUNCHEON

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Home Outside: Creating the Landscape you Love
Julie Moir Messervy

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

Sidewalk/Root Issues
Dr. Gary Johnson

TRADE SHOW OPEN
Small Business Growth Alliance
Scott Norris

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Thur. Jan
8

Landscaping, Pest
Management & Green
Solutions

Growers & Plant
Materials

Safety Investment in Business
Scott Rogers

Wed. Jan
7

Special Presentation
Gainan’s

7:00 PM - 8:15 PM

EXHIBITOR MOVE-IN

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

Landscaping Ideas That Work
Julie Moir Messervy

Irrigation Hydraulics
Chad Corcoran
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Woodboring Insects/Japanese
Beetle
Dr. Raymond H. Cloyd, PhD

Montana Green Expo 2015

Detailed EXPO Schedule

Tuesday Jan.6th

Detailed EXPO Schedule
non-compliance. Attendees are welcome to bring questions and
incident challenges to the discussion.

3:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Exhibitor Move-In

Instructor Biography: Scott Rogers is a Certified Industrial
Hygienist (CIH), Certified Safety Professional
(CSP) as well as Certified Insurance Counselor
for the Leavitt Insurance Agency. Scott holds
the benchmark certifications and credentials
for occupational safety received through
demonstration and testing as recognized to
identify measure, evaluate and control
occupational hazards. Through the real world
approach to safety and hazard control, Scott
has participated in large construction site
management, manufacturing hazard control and productivity
optimization, power plant and refinery maintenance shutdowns.

7:30 pm - 8:15 pm
SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Mick Gainan & Claire Johnson
Gainan’s Heights Flowers and Garden Center
Billings, MT
Presentation is open to Expo attendees and the
Billings Community at no charge.
Enjoy an evening of fun, education, inspiration, and demonstration
as Mick Gainan and Claire
Johnson share their
expertise on:
• The benefits of
indoor green
plants and how to
care for them.
• Seasonal
Blooming plants
that accent indoor
space and last a
long time, how to select, and an overview of how to maintain
them.
• Fresh flowers – how does Gainan’s make them last so long?
• History of Gainan’s and Mom and Dad’s dream of opening a
flower shop in April, 1951.
• Demonstrations on a fresh flower design and planting a dish
garden.
You won’t want to miss this! Bring a friend too!

Wednesday January 7th
8:30 am - 10:45 am

8:30 am - 9:30 pm
Winterizing your Nursery
Jake Wagner
Wagner Nursery & Landscape Co.
Whitehall, MT
Talk Description: Do you have questions on winterizing your
nursery? This presentation offers a checklist of suggestions from
MNLA member, Jake Wagner.
Instructor Biography: Wagner Nursery & Landscaping Co,m
is a family-owned nursery and landscaping
business in Montana with more than 30 year
of experience and roots that go three
generations deep. Owner, Chris Wagner, has
been in the design and landscaping business
all his life, having grown up with a dad who
was a landscaper in Colorado. Chris moved
his family to Montana over 25 years ago and
has been working in the Montana landscape
industry ever since. Jake, along with his two brothers Nick and Mark,
followed him into the family landscaping business. Jessica, their
sister, serves as General Manager. Their company does work all over
southwest Montana, including Big Sky, Bozeman, Butte, Aaconda,
Dillon, Ennis, Helena, Missoula and Three Forks, as well as Colorado
and Wyoming! Visit them at the nursery locations in Belgrade and
Butte.

Safety - Investment in
Business Success
Scott Rogers
Leavitt Great West Insurance Services
Talk Description: Landscape Service industry across the US
experienced a decrease in work related deaths and injuries in 2012.
How does an injury or illness to a worker affect the profitability of the
business? What is your investment in the safety of your workers?
This discussion will touch on the value of safety to a business. A
review of safety requirements and regulations directly affecting the
landscaping industry as well as information related to the impact of
Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
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8:30 am - 9:30 am

9:45 am - 10:45 am

Rainwater Harvesting for Arid Climates:
Principles and Practices

Trends In Retail

James DeRoussel, RLA CA Program Manager
Watershed Management Group
Talk Description: Across the western United States, summer
drought and diminishing winter precipitation threaten the water security
of both metropolitan and rural populations. Urbanization, combined with
increased reliance on extractive water sources such as groundwater
pumping, also contribute to the diminishing quality of municipal water
supplies that remain. Due to these and other factors, diminishing
access to clean potable water is no longer limited to arid climates.
Therefore, a strong case can be made for the increasing importance
of capturing and putting to beneficial use the high quality rainwater
that does fall. This presentation will cover the benefits and principles
of rainwater harvesting, with an emphasis on arid and semi-arid
environments. Secondly, the presentation will cover the functions,
design, and construction applications of common rainwater harvesting
features, both passive and active.
Educational Objectives: At the end of this presentation,
attendees will be able to:
• Distinguish between passive water harvesting and active
water harvesting, and define the goals of each.
• Identify the benefits of rainwater harvesting versus reliance
on extractive sources of water
• Apply the eight (8) basic principles of rainwater harvesting
to a variety of applications in the landscape and nursery
industries
• Recognize and analyze the basic function of a variety of
rainwater harvesting features in the built environment
Instructor Biography: James DeRoussel, RLA has over 17
years of experience in the landscape industry,
including 13 years in the Tucson area in the field
of professional landscape architecture. James
began his career in landscape architecture in
Tucson where he gained experience working on
a variety of large-scale projects in the public
sector, including planning of parks and recreation
facilities, roadways, and commercial
development. James subsequently spent two
years as a landscape design/build contractor, before returning to
landscape architecture. In 2009, James founded ForeSite LLC and
currently serves as Principal/Registered Landscape Architect. In
2010, James joined Tucson-based non-profit Watershed Management
Group as a Program Manager, overseeing a variety of projects related
to storm water management and sustainable infrastructure across
the state of Arizona. James continues to practice as a Registered
Landscape Architect and Certified Arborist at ForeSite and Watershed
Management Group, managing a wide variety of projects from design
through construction and speaking internationally about watershed
health and landscape design and management in arid environments.

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

Judy Sharpton
Growing Places Marketing
Talk Description: Our industry has rebounded with the first sales
increase in 13 years. Customer count is up and owners are beginning
to smile. But, wait a minute. These are not 1980’s customers and they
are not looking for 1980’s shopping environments or product offerings.
In this program, we’ll evaluate the most recent surveys and research
findings and translate that data into recommendations for products and
presentations that work at store level. We’ll look at the best garden
center layout in America and several concepts for developing our
industry’s fastest growing product category – container gardening.
Instructor Biography: Judy Sharpton is a garden center
design and renovation specialist with 35 years’
experience in advertising and promotion and
the owner of Growing Places Marketing.
Since 1995, Growing Places Marketing has
specialized in on-site consultations on store
design, renovation and branding exclusively for
independent garden centers and farm markets.
Judy has served more than 300 individual
independent garden centers with a wide range of renovation and
new construction design services.

Wednesday January 7th

7:30 am - 3:30 pm
DECORATOR SET-UP

In addition, Judy provides program content on store development,
store branding and product placement to trade groups and suppliers
through Growing Places’ Store School™. Store School™ provides
content for more than 25 trade and vendor groups attended by
thousands of members of the green industry annually in the United
States and Canada. Store-School is particularly pleased to provide
content for smaller state trade groups where garden center owners
and staff have less access to professional development..
Judy writes a monthly column on store development titled Retail
Ready™ for Green Profit magazine and contributes feature articles
on garden center development to a range of trade publications. Judy
publishes free electronic newsletters especially for independent
garden centers: Success Stories (S2) chronicles store development
and merchandising campaigns that measure success in the dollars
added to store’s the bottom line; Store-Within-A-Store Merchandising
is sponsored by Proven Winners and chronicles merchandising
techniques specific to Proven Winners in-store brand support.
Judy has earned LEED Green Associate accreditation from the U.S.
Green Building Council.
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Detailed EXPO Schedule
9:45 am - 10:45 am

11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Swams, Hives, and Honeybees

Expanding the Urban Forest Tree Selection Palette:
The Risks and Rewards of Planting Seldom Tree
Species in Montana

Cam Lay
Montana Department of Agriculture

Instructor Biography: Cam Lay became Montana’s State
Entomologist after retiring from almost 30 years
as an agricultural regulatory official with South
Carolina. He has attended five colleges in the
process of getting two degrees and has been
described as a good example of why you should
not let your children play with bugs.

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pre-Pro Marketing - Part I
Jonathan Matteson
Garden Marketing
Talk Description: Want to move beyond the basics? This fun
and fascinating intermediate level class will help you prepare to go pro
in marketing your product, service or idea using today’s technological
tools. Don’t miss it!
Instructor Biography: Jonathan Matteson has been working
in the horticultural industry for more than 18
years helping independent nurseries and
garden centers as a sales, merchandising and
marketing professional. Jonathan is the founder
of Garden Marketing (www.twitter.com/
gardenmarketing), which exists to help the lawn
and garden industry successfully reach the
highly valuable and tech savvy X & Y Generation
customers that he represents. Jonathan has
given powerful presentations to many state associations for their
membership, as well as numerous helpful private consultations,
primarily throughout the Western United States. You won’t want to
miss a seminar with Mr. Garden Marketing, Jonathan Matteson.

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

8

Mike Garvey
Garvey’s Urban Forest, LLC.
Talk Description: Many communities across Montana contain the
same succession of shade trees. From the late 19th century through
the mid-20th century, trees such as plains cottonwood, box elder, black
locust, silver poplar, American elm, silver maple, and green ash were
the preferred species. However, harsh weather events, diseases,
insects, and a changing preference for different tree characteristics
have greatly diminished the economic, aesthetic, and environmental
benefits of these veteran trees.
This presentation’s purpose is to show the results of growing new and
over-looked trees that can help replace Montana’s first generation of
community trees.
Instructor Biography: Mike Garvey, owner of Garvey’s Urban
Forest LLC, is a Montana native who has 26
years of field experience of observing, planting,
and managing trees in the challenging
environment of the northern plains and the
Rocky Mountain range of Montana. He has
used this experience as the basis for his
arboricultural consulting practice, which
specializes in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tree risk assessment, evaluation & hazard identification
Tree inventories & appraisals
Writing plant health care management programs
Forensic investigations & tree disorder diagnostics
Expert witness testimony
Public speaking & educational forums

Mike is an ISA Certified Arborist and a 2007 graduate from the American
Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) Consulting Academy. He
is the first and only Montana arborist to have achieved ASCA’s
Registered Consulting Arborist, RCA® credentials. Presently, he
is in the process of producing a tree care field guide manual for
homeowners, landscapers, turf & pesticide technicians, and landscape
designers/architects.

Montana Green Expo 2015

11:30 am – 12:00 pm
MANDATORY EXHIBITOR MEETING
Trade Show Floor Hospitality Area

Hort and Pest Management
Dr. Raymond A. Cloyd
Kansas State University
Talk Description: Pest management or plant protection in
horticultural systems including landscapes and nurseries entails
implementing a variety of strategies to alleviate problems with both
insect and mite pests; thus preventing substantial plant damage. The
primary strategies include cultural, physical, chemical, and biological.
In most cases, a combination of these strategies is required in order
to sustain pest populations at levels that will not lead to plant damage.
This presentation will provide a realistic overview on how these
strategies can lead to long-term plant protection, and some of the
consequences of continual pesticide use.
Instructor Biography: Raymond has an extension (70%)
and research (30%) appointment at Kansas
State University (Manhattan, KS). His research
and extension program involves pest
management in greenhouses, nurseries,
landscapes, turfgrass, conservatories,
interiorscapes, Christmas trees, and vegetables
and fruits. Raymond is the extension specialist
in horticultural entomology for the state of
Kansas with a major clientele that includes homeowners, master
gardeners, and professional and commercial operators. Raymond
has published over 70 scientific refereed publications and over 400
trade journals on topics related to pest management. In addition, he
has authored or co-authored numerous books (Pests and Diseases
of Herbaceous Perennials, IPM for Gardeners, Plant Protection:
Managing Greenhouse Insect and Mite Pests, and Compendium of
Rose Diseases and Pests), book chapters, manuals, PICT or pocket
guides, and extension-related publications. Raymond is a frequent
speaker at state, national, and international conferences and seminars.
Raymond has received numerous awards and honors including the
American Society for Horticultural Sciences Outstanding Extension
Educator Award 2012; 2011 Society of American Florists Alex Laurie
Award for Research and Extension; 2010 Entomological Society of
America North Central Branch Award of Excellence in Integrated Pest
Management; 2008 Epsilon Sigma Phi, Alpha Rho State Early Career
Extension Award; 2003 College of Agricultural, Consumer, and
Environmental Sciences Faculty Award for Excellence in Extension;
and 2003 Visionary Leadership Award from Epsilon Sigma Phi
Extension Fraternity.

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

All exhibitors must send a representative to this brief meeting. In
addition to information regarding the current Expo, this will
also be your opportunity to receive information regarding
participation in the 2016 Expo.
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

LUNCH

1:15 pm - 2:15 pm
How to Become Compliant
with DOT Regulations
Kevin Stubbs
Department of Transportation
Talk description: This safety compliance talk will explain what a
regulated commercial vehicle is and the basics of what the regulations
require. Training to be compliant with insurance, driver qualification,
hours of service (logbooks), and maintenance will be provided. The
first big step in understanding the DOT regulations is knowing if and
when your truck is subject to the regulations.

Wednesday January 7th

Wednesday January 7th

Talk Description: State Entomologist Cam Lay presents a
quick tour of honey bee biology, commercial and hobby beekeeping in
Montana, and the potential for both cooperation and conflict between
apiculture and the landscape and nursery industry.

11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Instructor biography: Kevin Stubbs is an investigator with
the Montana Department of Transportation,
Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program.
Kevin started with the department in 2000,
working as an enforcement officer for Motor
Carrier Services. In 2008, Kevin transferred
to the MCSAP program. The MCSAP program
ensures carrier compliance with state and
federal safety regulations through safety audits
and investigations. Part of the MCSAP goal
is to provide education regarding safety compliance and regulation
to the varied industries that use commercial vehicles. Kevin has
presented training presentations to several industries from beekeepers
to telecommunication companies. While Kevin enjoys compliance
presentations, it is easy to turn the conversation to fly fishing.
Kevin is married and has two daughters, who would like nothing better
that skip a day of school to go skiing. He has a bachelor’s degree in
English from Western Washington University.
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1:15 pm - 2:15 pm
The Twelve Most Common Store Development
Problems With Solutions

Talk Description: Based on work in hundreds of retail garden
centers over more than 20 years of store renovation projects, this
program will outline twelve common store development issues and
options for achieving greater customer-merchandise contact, without
a bulldozer. You’ll be asked to identify one renovation opportunity
from the 12-point checklist that you can implement in your store in
time for the 2015 season. For best results, at least two empowered
people, one owner and one manager, from each store should attend
this workshop as the basis for a store renovation team.
Store Development Checklist provided to each participant. Available
for purchase - The 12 Most Common Store Development Problems
and Solutions That Don’t Require a Bulldozer or a Bank Loan second
edition by Judy Sharpton. Powerpoint available for download to your
flash drive with the purchase of book.
1:15 pm - 2:15 pm
Trees versus Sidewalks
Dr. Gary Johnson
University of Minnesota
Talk Description: Both Can Lose or Both Can Win...Your Choice.
When tree roots or trunk flares damage sidewalks, there’s a reason.
When sidewalks are repaired due to that damage, there’s a reason.
When trees fail at higher rates in wind storms because their roots
were lost due to sidewalk repairs, that’s the reason. This session will
review studies that document that damage and tactics that minimize
damage to (good) trees and (smart) sidewalks.
Instructor Biography: Gary Johnson is Professor of Urban
and Community Forestry at the University of
Minnesota, Department of Forest Resources.
Since 1992, he has conducted research on the
impacts of urban and site stresses on trees,
written on risk assessment and minimizing
construction damage, and directs the Urban
Forestry Outreach, Research and Extension
lab and nursery at the University of Minnesota
in Saint Paul.

Visit over 70 exhibitors from throughout the horticulture industry.
See new products, materials, supplies, plant materials, equipment,
and services from your favorite and new suppliers. Take this
opportunity to talk with the professionals who service and work
in the industry and who play an integral part in the success of all
our businesses. Learn about new directions, exchange ideas, and
get to know many of the industry’s representatives.
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Small Business Growth Alliance
Scott Norris
Talk Description: The discussion covers a new all-in-one
business platform designed to help manage everything a business
needs – from inventory management and employee timekeeping to
customer database creation and loyalty rewards programs. He will
also cover the new changes in the credit card processing industry
such as smart chip cards, what they mean for your business, and how
to keep your business compliant with upcoming regulation. Scott will
answer all of your questions to help your business keep strong and
thrive using electronic payments in the digital age.
Instructor Biography: Scott Norris works with SBGA as the
National Association Director and is responsible for developing and
maintaining effective partnerships with Membership Associations
across the country.
Scott has worked with SBGA’s Alliance Partners since 2008 to
provide business improvement consulting to the Midwest region. His
specialties include providing financial assessments and constructing
cost saving initiatives for Associate Members, built around online
marketing programs, payroll services, discounted shipping programs,
and the latest processing systems for smart phones, smart chip card
compliance, and total business management solution platforms. He
is a five time recipient of SBGA’s Excellence in Customer Service
Award, and consistently receives high customer satisfaction ratings.
An Ohio native, Scott resides with his wife and children in his hometown
of Dayton, Ohio. In his personal time, Scott enjoys traveling the states
with his family, spending time fishing with his kids, volunteering with
the local American Diabetes Association, and coaching a community
youth soccer team.

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Low Impact Development and the Urban Forest:
Thinking Outside the Planter Box
James DeRoussel, RLA CA Program Manager
Watershed Management Group
Talk Description: Urbanization and industrialization present
monumental challenges in terms of water quality, air quality, and quality
of life as growing communities try to balance economic development
with environmental conservation. Recent studies clearly demonstrate the
economic and ecological value of a healthy urban forest, however most US
cities are severely lacking in this asset. Meanwhile, storm water in developed
urban areas has historically been treated as a waste product and traditional
engineering solutions have approached it as such, with the primary goals of
conveyance and disposal. However, a new water paradigm has taken hold
across the United States, commonly known as Low Impact Development
or Green Infrastructure (LID/GI). As the Environmental Protection Agency
prepares to release new standards and requirements for storm water
permitting in urban areas, it is clear that LID/GI will no longer be an option,
but will be mandatory in order to meet water quality standards for pollutants
and sediment. This new paradigm approaches rainwater and storm water
as a resource to be protected and put to beneficial use, rather than as a
waste product. Low Impact Development and Green Infrastructure focus
on using natural materials such as soils and vegetation, and the biology
that they support, to provide environmental services such as improving
water quality and air quality and reducing the urban heat island, ultimately
improving quality of life in urban areas. LID/GI practices can be applied to
all aspects of the urban environment, from small residential lots to public
streets to large-scale regional planning and ecosystem management. This
presentation will cover the principles, practices and benefits of LID/GI, and
their role in supporting a sustainable urban forest.
Educational Objectives:
At the end of this presentation, attendees will be able to:
• Define Urban Forestry, Low Impact Development and Green
Infrastructure
• Identify the environmental and economic benefits of Low
Impact Development and Green Infrastructure, as well as a
healthy urban forest
• Apply the basic principles of LID/GI to their design and
construction work in a variety of climates and ecosystems
• Recognize a variety of LID/GI practices and features in the
built environment
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Beneficial Bugs and Diseases
Dr. Raymond A. Cloyd
Kansas State University
Talk Description: Beneficial insect and mites, and in some
cases, diseases are a natural means of regulating insect and mite
pest populations in both landscapes and nurseries. However, continual
use of pesticides will disrupt the “natural” regulation of insect and
mite pest populations. This presentation will provide an overview of

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
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the major beneficial insect and mites (and diseases) that commonly
occur in landscapes and nurseries, and how you can best conserve
these populations. This presentation will provide realistic case studies
associated with the interactions between beneficial insects and mites,
and insect and mite pest populations.
3:45 pm - 4:45 pm
Pre-Pro Marketing Part II
Garden Marketing
Jonathan Matteson
Talk Description: Want to move beyond the basics? This fun
and fascinating intermediate level class will help you prepare to go pro
in marketing your product, service or idea using today’s technological
tools. Don’t miss it!
3:45 pm - 4:45 pm
New Technologies in Low Voltage
Landscape Lighting
Ryan Bushman
FX Luminaire Mountain States Sales Manager

Wednesday January 7th

Wednesday January 7th

Judy Sharpton
Growing Places Marketing

2:00 pm - 7:00 pm
TRADE SHOW OPEN
Let the Show Begin!

Talk Description: New Technologies in Low Voltage Landscape
Lighting, covering the conversion from traditional halogen and
incandescent to LED as well as new control options that have become
available.
Instructor Biography: Ryan is from the Ogden Utah area and
has worked in the Landscape and Irrigation
Industry for 25 years starting in 1989 going to
work for a local distributor in Layton Utah.
During his 13 years there, he did just about
everything you could think of: stock shelves,
delivery driver, counter sales, purchasing,
irrigation design, branch manager as well as
furthering his scholastic education by attending
Weber State University. In 2002 upon leaving
distribution, he went to work for Inman Interwest Inc., an independent
sales rep firm based in Denver, Colorado. During his time there he
was responsible for sales support and product education throughout
the states of Utah, Idaho, Western Wyoming and Western Montana
promoting multiple product lines such as Amiad Filtration, Wilkins
backflow preventers and pressure regulators, Lasco PVC fittings,
Harco Ductile Iron fittings and many others over his 9 years with the
company. In 2011, he had a great opportunity to stay in the industry
and work directly for a major manufacturer, Hunter Industries. His
role with Hunter is promoting low voltage landscape lighting from FX
Luminaire, which was acquired in 2009. As an FX Luminaire sales
manager his responsibilities include sales support and education
throughout his territory which encompasses the states of Utah,
Colorado, Montana, Idaho and Wyoming.
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Wednesday January 7th

Thursday January 8th

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm
Using Urban Trees to Improve Community Health

Talk Description: Well-placed, healthy, sizable, maintained trees
can be effective comrades against hotter and drier climates, runaway
rainfall events and grumpy citizens. We’ll spend this time focusing
on which trees are likely to contribute the most with the least input,
where they should be placed, and which groundcovers are essential
for any of this to work.
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
Cocktail Reception – Cash Bar

It’s one of the Expo attendee’s favorites!
9:00 am – 12:30 pm
Trade Show Open

The annual banquet is a terrific social event that includes dinner,
entertainment by one man band, Tom Bishop, and the presentation of
hard-earned awards for Member of the Year, the winner of the Container
Planting Contest, and the winners of the Best of Montana Landscape
Competition, and our annual fund-raising event for our Scholarship
program. Don’t miss this wonderful annual social and business event,
and be ready for some fun surprises. The banquet ticket is included in
the cost of the Full registration package this year. The banquet will be
held in the Convention Center.

Banquet Entertainment

Tom Bishop: Often times when walking into a room where
I’m performing, people get the impression
that they’re hearing a full band or even the
original recording of the song played through
a great sound system. But actually what
they’re hearing was all performed by me
alone, recording each instrument and singing
the backing vocals to painstakingly reproduce
my favorite songs or create arrangements
for my original songs. I have been writing
songs since my mid-teens and am still actively working on original
material today. While my approach takes not only a lot of talent
but a lot of time--two days of work for every minute of music you
hear on stage--I feel that the result is worth the effort. While my
original songs don’t fall into one particular genre, I find a release
in song writing that I do not find in any other way.
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She is a distinguished lecturer and the author of seven books on
landscape design, including Landscaping Ideas That Work; Home
Outside: Creating the Landscape You Love; and Outside the Not So
Big House with Sarah Susanka. She has written numerous articles,
including the popular long-running “Inspired Design” column for Fine
Gardening magazine, and is currently a guest blogger on the Fine
Gardening website.
With their Home Outside online design service and Home Outside
Palette landscape design app, Messervy and JMMDS are pioneering
new ways to bring good landscape design to homeowners everywhere.
For more information, please visit www.jmmds.com.

The CPP Exam is being held at the Holiday Inn Grand Montana.
Please check your CPP confirmation mailing or online in December
when rooms are assigned. Written & Plant ID Exams administered
by MNLA’s Education Committee.

Talk Description: It’s just not that hard to create a landscape that
works. In this inspiring lecture, you’ll see a host of visual ideas as well
as design tips, before and after images, case studies, and essential
information to get you started. Award-winning landscape designer and
author Julie Moir Messervy walks you through the process her firm
JMMDS uses, from thinking ‘big picture’ about your property all the way
down to the details. Across a wide range of projects, from luxurious
spaces to those that were built with sweat equity on a shoestring, you’ll
come away with more knowledge about how to create comfortable
living spaces in the out-of-doors.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Home Outside: Creating the Landscaping You Love
Julie Moir Messervy
Principal Designer of JMMDS
Talk Description: In this inspiring lecture, award-winning
landscape designer and author Julie Moir Messervy demystifies the art
and practice of landscape design for homeowners and professionals
alike. Using beautiful images, together with helpful tips, case studies,
befores and afters, diagrams, and plans, she walks you through the
process of turning any property into the “home outside” you’ve always
dreamed of. Julie highlights many of the ideas introduced in her book,
Home Outside: Creating the Landscape You Love, illustrating that good
landscape design does not have to be overwhelming or expensive.
Instructor Biography: Julie Moir Messervy’s vision for
composing landscapes of beauty and meaning
is furthering the evolution of landscape design
and changing the way people create and enjoy
their outdoor surroundings. Julie is the Principal
Designer of JMMDS, a landscape architecture
and design firm in Saxtons River, Vermont,
creators of public and residential gardens
around the country. Her best-known work, the
three-acre Toronto Music Garden, was designed
in collaboration with noted cellist Yo-Yo Ma and
received the Leonardo da Vinci award for
innovation and creativity.
Montana Green Expo 2015

Woodboring Insects/Japanese Beetle
Dr. Raymond A. Cloyd
Kansas State University
Talk Description: This session will discuss the impact of
woodboring insects and Japanese beetle on plants in landscapes,
and how plant stress influences susceptibility to woodboring insects.
This session will also describe the most appropriate strategies in dealing

Landscaping Ideas that Work
Julie Moir Messervy
Principal Designer of JMMDS

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

2:45 pm - 3:45 pm

2:45 pm - 4:00 pm

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

CPP EXAM

6:30 pm – 10:00 pm
Annual Banquet
Awards Ceremonies
Silent Auction Fundraiser
Entertainment

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

Enjoy an interesting, fun, and sometimes entertaining networking
breakfast with your peers. Several tables will be set up for breakfast
and lively discussion, each table will have a focused topic of
discussion. Bring your questions and get them answered. Come
early for the best choice of topics and learn what your peers are
doing in their businesses. This year’s Breakfast of Champions will
be held in Convention Center.

Thursday January 8th

Thursday January 8th

Wednesday January 7th

Dr. Gary Johnson
University of Minnesota

8:00 am – 9:00 am
Breakfast of Champions

Thursday January 8th

2:45 pm - 3:45 pm
Irrigation Hydraulics
Chad Corcoran
Rain Bird
Talk Description: The objective of the Irrigation Hydraulics Course
is to review and understand static vs. dynamic pressure and pressure
vs. flow and how that impacts water efficiency and system design. To
reinforce how important controlling high pressure is when designing
and building an efficient irrigation system.
Instructor Biography: Chad Corcoran is Rain Birds Area
specification Manager (ASM) for Colorado,
Wyoming, Montana and Alberta Canada. Chad
has been with Rain Bird for 5 years. During this
time he has also held positions as a Contractor
Account Manager and Drip Product Sales
Manager. Prior to Rain Bird Chad worked for
Cordstrap and Emerson Electric as a District
Sales Manager.
Chad is a graduate of Florida State University - B.S. Performance
Management. Rain Bird - Contractor Account Manager, Drip Irrigation
Product Sales Manager, Area Specification Manager, Certified Factory
Trained Central Control Expert.
Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
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MNLA Contests

Scholarships

C ON TA IN ER P LA N TI N G C O N TE S T

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER
In order to maintain and expand the financial support available to
members for education, research,
and industry promotion, MNLA
looks to its members for help. We
will sponsor our fundraiser at this
year’s banquet on Wednesday,
during the Expo. Proceeds will be
allocated to MNLA’s scholarship
and grants fund.

sponsored by:
SKAGIT GARDENS

Contest Guidelines
• Participants must be members of the Montana Nursery &
Landscape Association (MNLA) or an employee of an MNLA
member firm.
• Entrant may be either an individual or firm.
• One entry per individual or firm.
• Entry must include at least one (and no more than three) color,
digital photo(s) of entry.
• Entry must highlight a single container or groupings of containers
that contain botanical material.
• Container or containers must wholly surround botanical materials

Here are some ways you can help us to make our auction a success:
• DONATE SOMETHING
If you have an item you’d like to donate to the fundraiser, please let
us know. Contributions of artwork, jewelry, household and garden
decorative pieces, tools, gift certificates, gift baskets, and other
items are welcome. Please let us know in advance what you plan
to donate, but you may also bring donations to the registration desk
during the Expo.

(contest is not open to broken containers used in a landscape feature).

Deadline: all entries must be submitted to MNLA by
DECEMBER 1st.
Applications are available on our website or from the MNLA office.
Please e-mail your photo(s) to ED@plantingmontana.com. Be sure
to include the name of the company or individual for whom the
photos are being entered. Winner will be announced at the January
Green Expo Annual Banquet. Prize will be a plaque and three (3)
flats of plants great for container gardening from Skagit Gardens,
Mount Vernon, Washington.

• PURCHASE SOMETHING
Plan to attend the MNLA banquet and participate by bidding on
an auction item. Your purchases will help MNLA to make more
scholarship and grant funds available to MNLA members.
• VOLUNTEER
MNLA will need 5-6 volunteers to help with setting up and running
the fundraiser. Your help will be greatly appreciated and you’ll have
some fun.

BEST OF MONTANA LANDSCAPES CONTESTS
• Promote professionalism of the Montana nursery & landscape
industry
• Create a sense of pride within your company
• Educate the public, students and members about current industry
trends
• Gain an advertising/marketing opportunity for you or your company

ABOUT THE MNLA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Montana Nursery & Landscape Association offers scholarships
for each academic year. The scholarships offered by MNLA are oneyear grants which are available to Junior, Senior, Graduate students,
and members pursuing special continuing education opportunities.
Applications may be made by sophomores for grants to be awarded
for the Junior year. Scholarships are considered for vo-tech, community
college programs and short courses on an individual basis and are
available to any current “Active” Montana Nursery & Landscape
Association member or his/her immediate family member enrolled in
a horticulture-related education program. Scholarship amounts vary
depending upon the success of the annual fundraiser and the number
of recipients selected.
The MNLA scholarship program is designed to support MNLA members
and their families in the pursuit of educational opportunities in horticulture
and related fields. These fields include, but are not limited to, horticulture,
floriculture, landscape design, landscape architecture, botany, plant
pathology, and forestry. It is MNLA’s intention to strengthen the
Montana nursery industry by supporting the education of its members.
Scholarship applications are available from the MNLA website: www.
plantingmontana.com.
Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
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CONTEST SCHEDULE
June Call for entries
October 15 Registration
November 15 Photos submittal deadline
January Announcement of winners @ Expo

Applications are available on our website or from the MNLA office.
Prizes will be presented during MNLA’s Annual
Banquet at the Montana Green Expo. You will be able to
register for the banquet on the Montana Green Expo registration form.
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Certified Plant Professional (CPP) Program

Montana Green EXPO Sponsorships
• Complimentary ¼ page advertisement in the EXPO program* and
three business card ads in the Leaflet newsletter for the year 2015
• Sponsorship ribbons for name badges of all corporate representatives
present at convention
• Sponsor listing on the MNLA website sponsor page
• Name and logo on convention sponsor banner
• Your company’s brochure or flyer in registrant packet
• Opportunity to sponsor:
• Coffee/Refreshment Break
• Banquet Entertainment
• Total Advertising Value $192

Sponsor Benefits

All sponsors are listed by sponsorship level in the EXPO program and on
the sponsor banner at the Convention. Please note that the MNLA’s ability
to provide all sponsorship benefits depends to some extent on material
deadlines; to make the most out of any sponsorship contribution.
Sponsors are welcome to support a specific event (annual banquet, cocktail
reception, lunches, breaks, etc.) or speaker, or to donate materials for the
convention (lanyards, bags, etc). If this is something that interests you, please
contact MNLA directly at 406.755.3079 to make arrangements.
Rarely, in this industry, do you have an opportunity to direct market, to only
your target customers in the state of Montana. Advertising with the MNLA is
money that goes 100% toward customers that buy your products and services.

Expo Co-Sponsor $2000 and up

• Company name is included in all MNLA EXPO promotions and press
releases
• Company logo is included on the inside front of the EXPO program,
and convention on-site banners
• Complimentary full page advertisement in the EXPO program*
• Complimentary full page advertisement in The Leaflet newsletter and
Membership Directory & Buyers Guide for 2015
• Company logo on the MNLA website sponsor page with a hyperlink
to your company’s website
• Two complimentary convention registrations
• Sponsorship ribbons for name badges of all corporate representatives
present at convention
• Name and logo on convention sponsor banner
• Your company’s brochure or flyer in registrant packet
• Opportunity to Sponsor:
• First two respondents will be co-sponsors of the annual MNLA Banquet
• Speaker Sponsor
• Total Advertising Value $517 plus 2 complimentary 		
registrations @ $450 = $967

The Certified Plant Professional Program

Gold Sponsor $500

WHY ARE SPONSORS NEEDED?
The Montana Nursery & Landscape Association (MNLA) is committed to
providing its members with affordable education and exhibit opportunities.
We have attempted to hold our booth prices as low as possible for years, and
although we’ve changed the registration format to include meals, registration
fees have also changed very little. We’d like to keep it that way! Speaker fees
and expenses, hotel costs, and material production expenses continue to rise.
Your generous support will help us to keep registration and exhibit fees low.

Silver Sponsor $250

• Listing in the EXPO program and on the sponsor banner
• Sponsor listing on the MNLA website page
• Host a discussion table, centered around a topic you choose relating
to the industry at the breakfast of champions

Bronze Sponsor $100

• Listing in the EXPO program and on the sponsor banner

*Advertising for EXPO Program must be received by December 1.

to learn more about sponsorships or to become
a sponsor for our upcoming Montana Green Expo, call our office at
406.755.3079 or look on our website at www.plantingmontana.com
>Events>MT Green Expo>Exhibitor Info>Sponsorships.

Through this program, Certified Plant Professionals are recognized by the
gardening public as well as within the industry. Individuals who become
certified are designated as “Certified Plant Professionals” within the states
of Idaho and Montana. Successful CPPs are presented with a certificate
to recognize their accomplishment. MNLA also provides press releases to
assist CPPs and their employers in seeking local recognition.

Exam Results

Exam results (scores) are typically mailed to each exam participant within
two weeks of the exam date. A passing score on either part of the exam is
good for five years. Individuals who pass only one portion of the exam, but
who do not become certified within five (5) years will be required to again
pass all portions of the exam before they are eligible to be certified.

To become a CPP, an individual must be knowledgeable in a wide variety of
horticultural subjects including plant identification, soils, fertilization, turfgrass
management, proper planting techniques, landscape design and more.
Knowledge of these subjects can be gained through professional experience
and through the study of the MNLA Certification Manual.

Keeping Track of CPPs

If you have been certified through MNLA’s program, be sure to advise us
if you change addresses or employer, so that we can notify you of your
certification expiration date and/or of any changes to the certification program.

Eligibility

Applicants for Certification must have worked in the nursery industry for at
least one year. Anytime thereafter, an applicant may submit the appropriate
documentation and fees to take the exam at the next scheduled time. You
do not have to be an MNLA member or an employee of an MNLA member
firm in order to acquire certification by MNLA.

Transferability

Certification as a CPP by the MNLA does not transfer to certification status
through any other state Association certification program.

How To Become Certified

Renewal of Certification

Eligible applicants need to submit a completed application, documentation
of nursery employment and the appropriate fees to the MNLA Executive
Director by the noted deadline. MNLA will notify each applicant of the time
and location of the exam.

In January of 2003, MNLA members passed a motion that requires all
Certified Plant Professionals (CPP) to renew their certification. The Education
Committee’s intention in initiating this requirement was to ensure that once
an individual obtains the “CPP” title, he/she continues relevant education in
order to maintain the expertise that qualified him/her as a CPP. The education
requirement for CPP renewal maintains the credibility and integrity of the
certification program.

Education Requirement

Twenty-five (25) points are needed to renew your certification. These points
may be obtained by any one of the following means or by a combination
of the following:
1. Successfully pass the plant identification exam again (worth 25 points).
2. Attend MNLA convention seminars (seminars are worth 1 point per hour).
Sign in sheets will be circulated.
3. Participate in relevant community outreach work such as school programs,
garden clubs, extension service, senior centers, etc. Outreach is worth 1
point per hour of activity.
4. Mentor certification students by participating in company-sponsored classes
or working one-on-one with candidates. Mentoring is worth 1 point per
hour of mentoring.

Certification MANUAL

• Complimentary ½ page advertisement in the EXPO program* and the
Leaflet newsletter for the year 2015
• Sponsorship ribbons for name badges of all corporate representatives
present at convention
• Sponsor listing on the MNLA website sponsor page
• Name and logo on convention sponsor banner
• Your company’s brochure or flyer in registrant packet
• Opportunity to co-sponsor:
• Cocktail Reception on the first night of the convention
• Continental Breakfast on the first morning of the convention
• Luncheon
• Total Advertising Value $410
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Certification manuals may be purchased through the MNLA office for $100 by
members and $200 by non-members. As with most of MNLA’s products and
benefits, candidates who work for MNLA member firms (or who are themselves
MNLA members) receive a discount on test application fees. There are two
exam segments, a written exam and a plant identification segment, which
may be taken at the same time or at different times. Member registration
fees for the exam are $30 per exam segment; non-member registration fees
are $90 per exam segment.

The certification tests are generally given twice a year, in January at the
annual convention and in August or September at the MNLA annual Fall Tour.
The exam consists of a plant identification test and a written test. The exam
is based on the Certification Manual and on practical information gained from
employment in the industry, including the ability to identify the correct genus,
species, common name, and cultivar (if appropriate) for each plant. The ID
portion of the exam is based upon plants covered in Choosing Trees and
Shrubs for Montana Landscapes, by George Evans and Alan Epps, as well
as lists of Montana perennials and woody plants. These publications and
lists are included in the manual. The second portion of the exam is a 200
question written exam of the principles and practices of virtually all aspects
of the nursery industry. A passing grade is achieved by obtaining a 75% on
both parts of the exam.

Platinum Sponsor $1000

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

Costs

The Certified Plant Professional (CPP) was originally developed by the
Idaho Nursery & Landscape Association (INLA) and the Montana Nursery
& Landscape Association (MNLA) to improve the professional qualifications
of persons employed in the horticultural industry.

MNLA strongly recommends the Certification Manual as a study guide for
all individuals preparing for the written exam. The manual is a programmed
learning manual. There is a study guide at the end of each chapter to
reinforce the main points of the chapter. The manual contains more than 20
chapters on subjects including soils, planting, plant care, insect, weed and
disease management, fruits, turf, marketing and the Montana Nursery Law.
Individuals having extensive practical or academic knowledge of the subject
wrote each chapter. The manual is an excellent source of information as well
as an aid for exam preparation.

Montana Green Expo 2015

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association

HOW TO RENEW

Renewal forms are available from the MNLA website (www.plantingmontana.
com) and are available upon request from the MNLA office. To renew, simply
complete the renewal form and submit it to the MNLA office.
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MasterCard

Name on Credit Card ___________________________________ Card # ______________________________________________________
Signature ____________________________________________ Expiration date: _______________ (mo./yr.) CVV____________________
Billing address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City
State
ZIP
Payment by check payable to Montana Nursery & Landscape Association Mail to: MNLA PO Box 215, Park City, Montana 59063-0215
Fax credit card orders: 406.633.2032

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
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Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

Send registration and payment to:
Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
PO Box 215 • Park City, MT 59063-0215
406.755.3079 • 406.633.2032 fax
ZIP/Postal Code

Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.

State

Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.

Check this box if you have special dietary needs. Kindly attach a written
description of your needs. Notify MNLA at least 2 weeks prior to the Expo. Thanks!

TOTAL $______

10+
6-10

10+

1-5

6-10

1st yr

Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.

1-5

10+
6-10

1st yr

Wed.
Thurs.
Wed.
Thurs.

1-5
1st yr

Wed.
Thurs.

10+

Wed.
Thurs.

Wed.
Thurs.

1-5

6-10

Wed.
Thurs.

1st yr

REGISTRANT
TOTAL

Yrs. Attending

How many MNLA
conventions have
you attended?

AFTER
12/15/14
1-Day
$145
BEFORE
12/15/14
1-Day
$115

STUDENT NON-MEMBER

BEFORE
AFTER
12/15/14 12/15/14
FULL FULL
$175
$200
AFTER
12/15/14
1-Day
$115
BEFORE
12/15/14
1-Day
$90

STUDENT MEMBER

FULL includes all seminars, all meals and keynotes for 2 days.
1-DAY includes all seminars, lunch and keynotes for the one day chosen.
Entrance to the Trade show is included in all attendee registrations.

BEFORE
AFTER
12/15/14 12/15/14
FULL
FULL
$140
$160
AFTER
12/15/14
1-Day
$195

BEFORE
12/15/14
1-Day
$155

NON-MEMBER

BEFORE
AFTER
12/15/14 12/15/14
FULL
FULL
$260
$290
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Signature: _________________________________________________________________

VISA

City

Check

Payment Method:
Check Enclosed
VISA Mastercard
Card No: _________________________________CVV_____________ Exp. Date: __________
Name on Card: ________________________________________________________________
Billing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Payment Information:

PAYMENT INFORMATION

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City
State
ZIP

DISCOUNTS:

Shipping address: _____________________________________ Phone number (in case we have a question):_____________________________

Wed.
Thurs.

Company Name _______________________________________ Contact Person: _______________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes at right.

Shipping information

AFTER
12/15/14
1-Day
$160

TOTAL DUE: _________________

BEFORE
12/15/14
1-Day
$130

* for 5 or more Member test takers from the same organization, the cost is
$25 per segment. Payment for all test takers must be made at the same time.

MEMBER

$200

BEFORE
AFTER
12/15/14 12/15/14
FULL
FULL
$225
$260

$100

406.755.3079 to
make sure your application was received.

NAME TO APPEAR ON BADGE
Please Print for EACH registrant
from your company.

Non-Member
$90
$90

Banquet and Breakfast of Champion tickets are included in the full registration fee.

MNLA Member*
$30
$30

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Written exam segment
Plant ID segment

For companies with multiple registrations,
Pick up badges, badge clips, and programs at the Pre-Paid Registration table. Badges will NOT be mailed.

Application Fees (check all that apply)

sent to applicants, along with instructions,
approximately one week prior to the
exam. These may be sent via e-mail or
regular USPS mail. If you do not receive a

IMPORTANT:

E-mail address: ____________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________ Fax:_______________________________ E-mail Address: __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City
State
ZIP

Address: _______________________________________City: ______________________State/Province:________Zip _________Country:_________

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pre-Registration closes on December 25th.

Business Telephone: (________) __________________________________ Home Telephone (________) _______________________________

COMPANY INFORMATION

Company/Employer’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please type or print clearly. Photocopy additional forms as needed. • Early registration postmark deadline is December 15th.

Number of Years Worked in Industry in Idaho or Montana: _____________
(Note that you must have worked in the industry at least 1 year in order to be eligible to take the exam.)

Check #:
CC Auth #:

Applicant’s Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

January 7-8, 2015 • Holiday Inn Grand Montana, Billings, MT
Register before December 15, 2014 & Save

Requested Exam Date & Location (see website or publication): ___________________________________________________________________

Receipt Date:
Amt. Received: $

Eligibility requirements and complete details for the CPP program are available from the MNLA website, www.plantingmontana.com, or upon request
from MNLA. Submission of this application indicates that you have read and understand the CPP requirements, limitations, and any related rules.
Refer to the MNLA website for current exam dates and
locations.

2015 CONVENTION REGISTRATION

EXAM APPLICATION & MANUAL ORDER FORM

FOR MNLA OFFICE USE ONLY

CERTIFIED PLANT PROFESSIONAL (CPP)

Company Name: _______________________________________________Contact Person: ______________________________________________

CPP Exam Application & Manual Order Form

Montana Green Expo 2015

A Note from the President
Greetings Members!
We are very excited about this year’s Montana Green Expo! Once
again, the collection of speakers we have lined up is sure to be a
huge success. I am really looking forward to meeting and learning
from all of our presenters. The board has been busy all year
planning the schedule of events, as well as the wonderful food
and entertainment. We have added a photo booth and an iPad
drawing as well. The trade show will be packed with over seventy
vendors, from nurseries to landscape suppliers, irrigation suppliers,
insurance and other business and government entities. Our silent
auction will again be a tremendous success! We have been
working diligently to gather the auction items, and there will be lots
of items to choose from.
As I have always said, our events are only as successful as the
members make them. Please mark your calendars and spread
the word about the 2015 Montana Green Expo, as it will be an
experience not to miss for all folks in our industry!
See you in Billings!

MNLA President

Holly Wadsworth

Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
P.O. Box 215
Park City, Montana 59063-0215
Tel. 406.755.3079 • Fax 406.633.2032
www.plantingmontana.com
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